
 

 

Buckland Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Buckland 

Held in Buckland Village Hall 

On Monday 13th April 2026 at 6.30pm 

 

Present: 

Cllr Jon Sainsbury(Chair)   Cllr Carole Paternoster  Cllr Heather McKenna    

Cllr Rachel Critchell   Richard Peel(BOST Chair)  Clerk: Mrs Jane Lewis 

There were 3 members of the parish in attendance. 

 

Apologies: Cllr Fiona Livingston, Cllr Huseyin Cagalyan. 

 

Chairmans Introduction 

The chairman welcomed the attendees. 

 

1.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2025 

The minutes from the meeting held on 14th April 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

 

2.  Chairmans report on the year 2025/2026 

I thank you for coming to the 2026 Buckland Annual Parish Meeting.  Following elections in May 

2025 I’d like to welcome Cllr Rachel Critchell Planning and Roads  and Cllr Huseyin Caglayan 

Environment and Roads.    

Existing Members  - Jane Lewis Clerk –RFO ,Parish Council Clerk 

Carole Paternoster – Vice Chair, Planning & Community Orchard 

Fiona Livingstone – Assistant Clerk, Environment, Foot Paths and Stiles, Community orchard 

Heather McKenna – Environment, Burial Ground, BOST, Rights of way 

Jon Sainsbury –Chairman and Financial Oversight. 

Cllr Mike Collins and Steve Bowles have both represented Buck CC at our meetings over the year.  

  

Finances- Costs have stabilised this year; and the Parish Council have kept this year’s precept to  

match inflation at 4%. 

Planning  - We continue to ensure the Neighborhood Plan is fit for purpose and scrutinise all 

planning applications impacting the Parish.     

Thames Water pumping Station –Thames Water is meeting with the Parish Council on April 26 

and we will update on progress following that meeting. 

Grass cutting and land maintenance - Two contractors are working well on maintenance in Burial 

ground/Churchyard and Amersham Town Council are responsible for cutting the verges. 

Burial Ground – wildflower and hedging in Green Lane area taking shape.  We will be installing a 

bench on footpath 7 - thanks to Gibb Lane Community fund for grant;  Community Orchard 

-  starting to take shape with seating areas, recently planted another 15 trees that were donated 

from community organisations. Thank you to The Chiltern Society who help organise regular 

sessions in Burial ground and Community Orchard.  

There was a good attendance at Remembrance Service in November at All Saints Church last 

November.  

Traffic Monitoring - Speeding continues to be an issue within the parish;  Members of BPC met 

with Laura Kyrke Smith (MP) in June to discuss speeding issues within London Road, and we 

have all contacted Buckinghamshire Council with little progress on the matter. Buckland Road is 

 



 

 

now being used as cut-through following the installation of traffic calming in Aston Clinton. We are 

awaiting new signage from Bucks to try and help reduce speeds.  

Footpaths and Stiles – The Parish Council continues to report problems with footpath access, 

dyke bridges and stiles to Bucks CC 

Arla, Olleco, Tritax - Arla cancelled quarterly liaison meetings; however Olleco are still engaged 

and arranged a community meeting. Odours continue to be an issue 

Communication and engagement with residents - Improved communication within parish – 

newsletter popular– thank you to our volunteers who help with delivery; Planning information is 

now on website and Facebook and introduction of orange notices on noticeboards when 

applications come in as Bucks no longer issue yellow  notices. 

We are all custodians of Buckland, the role of the PC is to protect the parish, the environment and 

provide support for its residents.  

Finally I’d like to thank the Parish Councilors, all volunteers, for their time and effort and Jane for 

her professionalism as Clerk. 

 

3. BOST Trustees report for the year ending 31st March 2026 (Richard Peel) 

Over the past year the Trust continued to improve the processes, signage and facilities of the Hall 

as well as welcoming new Trustees, appointing a new Hall and Bookings Manager and holding an 

event to bring the community together.  

Martin James-Griffiths was elected as a Trustee to represent the interests of New Road and Noelle 

Morgan, to represent Hall users. Andrew Swaby joined the Board too.  Kate Brazier succeeded 

Jane Lewis as Hall Manager. Jane was thanked all her conscientious work during her time with the 

Trust. 

During the last year new branded signs have been positioned around the premises, a parking 

space specifically for those with disabilities has been designated and a bike rack installed. 

Following planning permission, an imposing sign has been placed at the front of the Hall, so it can 

be instantly recognised.   

All villagers were encouraged to attend a 25th birthday anniversary - dubbed Buckland Blast - held 

on Saturday, September 13.  On balance it was deemed to be a success and there was very 

positive feedback from those who attended – particularly from the senior citizens. We were able to 

secure some sponsorship and the takings at the bar helped alleviate some of the costs but, 

overall, there was a small loss. 

Following the event the Trust agreed that now the Hall was back on a firm footing, we should go 

through a period of consolidation with the aim of continuing to increase bookings and, where 

possible, enabling the use of the Hall for suggestions made in our survey. 

It was agreed that the onus should be on villagers to organise and arrange the events and 

activities that they wish to engage in, rather than the Trustees and Hall Manager, whose function is 

to maintain and run the Hall.     

Where necessary we should agree to invest in equipment, for example a table tennis table, 

projector and sound equipment, which we should be able to finance through Grants and also to 

support initiatives with local partners such as the Parish Council.   

One example of that is an agreement reached with the Parish Council and the Buckinghamshire 

Museum, to place the Roman bones, currently in a cupboard in the Hall in a small, accessible 

mausoleum at the burial ground with some background information to make it more of a historical 

site.  

Finally, following a fire safety inspection a number of recommendations, originally put forward in 

2020, have been revived which will involve physical changes in the Hall; new signage and 

guidance and fire safety training.   

BOST currently has £34,000 in the current account and £50,000 in reserves.   

  



 

 

4.  Report from All Saints Church Buckland 

Rev Sally Bottomer was unable to attend and her report was read in her absence. 

Firstly, I would like to give my apologies for not being able to attend tonight’s meeting, but I am on 

annual leave.  I would also like to thank the Parish Council for extending the invitation for me to 

present a report on behalf of Buckland’s Parish Church. 

We began 2025 with the fabulous news of the appointment and consecration of the new bishop of 

Buckingham, Dave Bull, at Canterbury Cathedral and we look forward to seeing him in the future 

in the Benefice. 

Sadly, our Sunday attendance figures dropped with an average of 5 to the 8am and 6 to the 

monthly 11am, however our midweek communion attendance increased to 16 every Wednesday.  

Our Remembrance and Christmas services continued to be well attended with 160 people packed 

in on Christmas Eve at the 4pm Crib service.  With regards to the occasional offices, Baptism, 

Weddings & Funerals All Saints’ had only 1 wedding which is a huge decline from previous years. 

We currently have 17 people on the Electoral Roll. 

Our community outreach and missional activity continued to grow from strength to strength with 

Flicks in the Sticks, our monthly produce stall & coffee morning, our very successful Messy 

Sunday (a service for children and young families) and other organised music events. 

We continued to work with Barn Owls Pre-school & Nursery, Aston Clinton School, and the 

Uniformed Organisations all of whom have pupils and members who live in the parish of Buckland.  

As a Benefice we continued to be one of the biggest contributors to Aylesbury Foodbank which is 

an incredible achievement for 3 rural villages like ours. 

And now to mention the greatest challenge that has been hanging over us for some time, the 

elephant in the room, that churches up and down the country are facing-our finances. I hope that 

most of you will have read my recent article in Village Life and will have learnt exactly how the 

parish system works…..rightly or wrongly this is what we are facing….this is the system that we 

have to work with, whether we like it or not until someone creates a new sustainable way of 

maintaining our churches.  I don’t like this system, and neither do I  agree with this system but until 

most of our parish churches are shut the Church of England isn’t going to face the reality that lies 

ahead.  As you know last year I personally came up with a calendar of social events to offer fab 

entertainment whilst fundraising to help pay our Parish Share and it was very disappointing to hear 

that many in Buckland boycotted the events because they didn’t want their money to go straight to 

the Diocese………but what you don’t understand is that this actually impacts more on our parish 

church than the Diocese.  As it says in my article last year All Saints’ failed to pay their parish 

share in full and this won’t change in 2026.  I have put all Fabric projects on hold (apart from the 

churchyard wall which needs urgent attention) all our fundraising will now be to pay for the 

electrics!    

With my article I was hoping to encourage more people to join the Parish Giving Scheme, an easy 

way to donate regularly to our local church…….if 100 houses were able to give £5 a month this 

would radically change the dire financial future we face.  In addition, Peter Elwin, All Saints’ 

churchwarden, has become Chair of “Save the Parish”, a new initiative challenging the current 

system with more and more parishes nationally joining up.  Please do go online to find our more 

and feel free to sign up online! 

And finally, I would like to thank Buckland Parish Council on behalf of All Saints’ PCC for the 

awesome and generous upkeep of the churchyard, it is not common knowledge that Buckland PC 

have been looking after the grass cutting for a long time now and we are very grateful. 

 

5.  Questions from the Floor 

The following questions/comments were raised by Member of the public in attendance: 



 

 

• New Wildflower areas in the Churchyard – was the ground to be scarified and the grass cut 

back before these began?   

• What was happening with the trees in the churchyard by the war memorial? 

Due to the absence of Rev Bottomer, Clerk Jane Lewis will follow up on these questions and 

report back to the resident.         

• A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for continuing with the Parish Newsletter, 

this is a great initiative. 

• Speeding Vehicles in the village seem to be increasing.  Is it possible to put some signage 

up.  BPC are looking into some of the initiatives and BOST Chair mentioned there maybe 

community funding available from village events for this. 

• A resident commented on the state of the roads and potholes.  All issues need to be reported 

on Fix My Street.  It was acknowledged that this is an increasing issue. 

• Cllr Paternoster thanked Cllr Jon Sainsbury and all Councillors for their hard work over the 

year. 

 

6.  The Chairman thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  He closed the meeting at 6.30pm. 

 


