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Buckland Parish Council meeting held on 9" February 2026 at 6.30pm in Buckland Village Hall.

Minutes

PRESENT: Clir Jon Sainsbury(Chair), Clir Carole Paternoster (Vice Chair), Clir Fiona Livingston,
Clir Heather McKenna, ClIr Huseyin Caglayan, Clir Rachel Critchell, Mrs Jane Lewis (Clerk).
Buckinghamshire Councillor Steve Bowles.

There were two members of the public in attendance.

26.19 Apologies
Buckinghamshire Councillor Mike Collins.

26.20 Declarations of Interest
There were no declaration of interest.

26.21 Open Forum

A member of the public attended to clarify the wishes of Thorne Way residents in relation to yellow
lines. The residents would like the double yellow lines extended further round the corner on the
righthand side as you leave Thorne Way, and double yellow lines painted on the lefthand side of
Thorne Way which is the side most cars park for approximately 5 metres. The Clerk confirmed this
information and was awaiting a meeting with Parking enforcement at Buckinghamshire Council to
discuss this issue.

A resident from Tring Hill area thanked the council for arranging the removal of the broken lamppost
outside their property.

Comments were received regarding the speeding traffic on Tring Hill, Buckland Wharf area.
ACTION: Clerk to publish on website latest letter BPC has sent to Buckinghamshire Council
Cabinet Member regarding traffic issues in this location.

26.22 Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12t January 2026 were agreed and
signed by the Chair Clir Jon Sainsbury.

26.23 Clerks Report
e The Clerk had attended a meeting with Rev Bottomer to discuss a number of issues. Rev

Bottomer reported that All Saints Church , Buckland, along with other churches in the benefice,
are experiencing severe financial issues. It costs £550 per week to just keep doors of the
church open (paying basic costs such as gas/Elec/Insurance) This cost does not include
contribution to Oxford Diocese. All three churches within the Benefice have been unable to
pay their Parish Share last year and will be in similar situation this year. All Saints are reducing
their weekly services due to lack of attendance and there will be a number of “special”
services (8) throughout the year; The churches are introducing parish giving scheme and
sending flyers to every house in Parish; Rev Bottomer invited BPC to Patronal Festival on 15t
November to celebrate the church in the Parish; ACTION: BPC will publish some
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information for All Saints regarding fund raising on our website. Rev Bottomer will be
invited to speak at Annual Parish Meeting in April.

e Working party on church will be introducing wildflower area by cottages along with one from
last year; There are plans to hold a “Community day” with a working party, group to cut the
grass and tidy other areas in May.

e Litter Pick — The insurance company have confirmed that a Litter Pick is covered under
insurance policy. A resident from Thorne Way requested early litter pick as hedges have now
been cut and this is a good time to action; ACTION: Clerk to organise event in March with
help of Councillors.

26.24 Buckinghamshire Councillor’s Report

Buckinghamshire Clir Steve Bowles reported that it had been a busy time since Christmas. The
Government Fairer Funding scheme means that £44.5 million had been taken from the
Buckinghamshire Council budget, meaning that budgets for the Council were tighter than ever.
However they were confident that a fair and robust budget had been arranged.

The Buckinghamshire Local Plan is progressing well. Buckinghamshire Council have outsourced
the Parking enforcement contract to a private company and this will be announced shortly. This
new scheme will commence in June.

Clir Bowles will chase up the refill of the salt Bin in Lower Buckland again.

ClIr Jon Sainsbury invited Clir Bowles to visit Lower Buckland to view the issues facing the parish in
relation to overuse of Canal Bridge 8, non-agricultural use of land and bridleway issues. ACTION:
Clerk to arrange meeting.

26.25 Finance
Accounts for January 2026 were approved by the Council

Opening Balance: £57262.48

Income: £0

Expenditure: £3891.09

Closing Balance: £53371.39

5/1/26 Empire Landscapes (Church) £210
5/1/26 Empire Landscapes (Burial Ground) £360
5/1/26 Stationery £5.99
711126 Cloudy IT £99.74
8/1/26 Hugo Fox (Website) £23.99
8/1/26 BALC £110.00
12/1/26 BAS Associates (Payroll) £68.40
12/1/26 NALC (Training) £42.00
12/1/26 Relix UK Ltd £180.00
12/1/26 Buckinghamshire Council (Dog Bin Collection) £312.00
15/1/26 Amersham Town Council £340.80
28/1/26 Bank Charges £3.00
30/1/26 One Com £47.02
30/1/26 BOST £300.00

Precept for 2026/2027 has been submitted and received by Buckinghamshire Council.
Approval of quote for removal of tree at Grasskeep — Four quotes were received. It was agreed that
the council would go with Quote 4 at a cost of £625 + VAT.



AGAR/Assertion 10 — The Clerk reported that progress was being made on the relevant documents
needed. A total of 10 hours had been used in overtime so far. Council website had achieved a 9
out of 10 score on website accessibility.

26.26 Policies for review

Lone Working Policy Update — BOST have been contacted regarding the various issues raised by
this and are working on Fire Inspection and looking at the installation of CCTV at hall to include
camera doorbell at main door.

Freedom of Information Policy — This was reviewed and approved.

BPC IT Policy - This was reviewed and approved. The Clerk reminded the Council that councillors
should only use their gov.uk email accounts to conduct council business. Any devices used by
councillors to conduct council business should have good virus protection and breaches must be
reported to the Clerk immediately.

Draft Publication Scheme - This was reviewed and approved.

Accessibility Statement - This was reviewed and approved.

ICO Publication Scheme - This was reviewed and approved.

Review of Policies — motion to review policies throughout the year and introduction of schedule —
This was agreed

Standing Order Review - This was reviewed and approved.

26.27 Planning Applications/Matters

Occupation of Canal Plot in Lower Buckland — Planning enforcement team are following up.
Enforcement team have said there is no issue relating to use of fields for dog walking businesses
and over use of Bridleway.

PL/25/6784/FA - 1 Gable Cottages Main Road Buckland Buckinghamshire HP22 5HZ

Part two storey, part single storey side/rear extension and front porch extension — No objection
Feedback from Planning Surgery — ClIr Paternoster reported that she had attended a planning
surgery meeting to discuss SANGs. Buckinghamshire Council confirmed that applications of up to
100 houses must contribute £6000 per house to the local SANG. Any developments of 100+
houses would require provision of a SANG on site.

Planning Application PL/25/6704/OA in Aston Clinton for another 70 dwellings was discussed. It
was noted that this application, if successful, would provide further strain on local services such as
schools, doctors etc. which are used by Buckland residents.

26.28 Thames Water Pumping Station Update

Thames Water have notified BPC of a possible location near the A41 bypass. They have
submitted documents to Buckinghamshire Council for pre application advice. BPC are still waiting
for a meeting between Thames Water and themselves to be arranged.

26.29 Consultations
None

26.30 Roads and Transportation

Updates on:

Buckland Road — Clerk reported that Buckinghamshire Council have been in touch for locations of
signage which has been supplied. There has been no confirmation of installation date.

Tring Hill / Buckland Wharf Traffic calming — Complaints are being received regularly now on both
this area and Buckland Road. Clerk has asked Buckinghamshire Council if temporary signage
similar to proposal for Buckland Road, can be arranged for Buckland Wharf are. Letter to



Buckinghamshire Clir Tom Broom regarding Tring Hill junction and Buckland Wharf was sent on
Friday 6" February. Further accidents at both locations have been reported
Thorne Way Residents parking issues — Clerk awaiting meeting with parking enforcement team.

26.31 Maintenance of Land Holdings

To receive reports and agree any actions relating to the Parish Council’s Land Holdings:

a. Burial Ground and Churchyard maintenance — Contractor has said there will be a 3%
increase in costs in coming year. ACTION: Clerk to arrange meeting with contractor in light
of new wildflower areas in churchyard

26.32 Footpaths and Environment

Footpaths & Bridleways — No change to previous reports.

Fix my street — There are a number of potholes in the Parish that need reporting. ACTON: Clir
Livingston & Clir Critchell to action.

Fly tipping — A resident has reported an increase in Fly tipping along the road to Dancers End and
has asked if Buckinghamshire Council have noticed an increase. ACTION: Clerk to follow up
with Buckinghamshire Clir Steve Bowles.

Buckland Wharf streetlight issue — The lights are now working, however a repair to the
underground cable is required.

Salt Bin — Land owner has agreed to site salt bin next to dog waste bin opposite New Road.
ACTION: Clerk to order salt bin.

Buckland Wharf Village Gate sign — Clerk to contact ATC to repair. Quote agreed at £385.

26.33 Annual Parish Meeting — April 13t"

26.34 Business Continuity Plan
e |T Back up — This is now working. ACTION: Clerk to order external hard drive

26.35 Arla/Olleco
a. It was reported that there have not been any noticeable smells recently in the area.

26.36 Councillor Civility & Respect Pledge
All Councillors signed the Civility and Respect pledge.

26.37 Matters of Report

For Councillors to report any additional issues not included on the agenda. Any decisions will
need to be included on the next agenda.

Clir Paternoster reported on the recent BMalc liaison meeting that she had attended. There still
seem to be a number of issues with planning portal.

East Bucks Community Board — Attendance at these meetings has been poor due to Clerks not
sharing information. Buckland Clerk confirmed that Clir Paternoster is on the list for email invites
as well as Clerk. Buckland seems to fall between all of the Community Board initiatives. There is
a new Dog Ownership initiative that maybe applicable.

Buckland Bones — A resident was extremely concerned that the bones from Roman burials found
beneath the Arla site may be removed from the village. ClIr Sainsbury confirmed that BOST and
BPC are keen to ensure that the bones are sent for analysis and then returned to village for burial
in burial ground.

26.38 Correspondence and circulars
None.



26.39 Date of next Parish Council Meeting on Monday 9" March 2026 6.30pm in Parish Office,
Buckland Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8pm



